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Great Britain, France and Russia are now doing; and he pronounces 
such suspensions contrary to the uniform practice of nations and hence 
unwarranted in law. The subsequent similar enactments of Germany 
are deemed retaliatory. Considerable attention is given to the question 
of what protection and relief the injured enemy subject may expect 
of his own government. For example, have the German creditors of 
Russia the right to demand of Germany that the Russian bank deposits 
in Berlin attached by the German Government be applied to the satis- 
faction of their just claims against Russia? Professor Kaufmann thinks 
not. He suggests, however, that active reprisals against the repudiat- 
ing states should be undertaken and a special fund be accumulated 
thereby with which to pay the repudiated obligations. But the author's 
appeal to Article 3 of the Fourth Hague Convention of 1907 providing 
that a belligerent who violates the Reglement pertaining to war on land 
may be held liable to pay damages, seems inapt, for the reason that no 
paragraph of the Reglement deals with the relations between enemy 
subjects and belligerent debtor or creditor states. 

George C. Butte. 

Tratado de Derecho International Publico. By Dr. Simon Planas Suarez. 
Madrid: Hijos de Reus. 1916. Vol. 1, pp. 502. 

The distinguished publicist and Venezuelan diplomat, Dr. Simon 
Planas Suarez, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
his country to the Government of Portugal, has just published a very 
interesting work under the above title. 

This work was not intended to deal with the problem which is of 
such great importance to-day, namely, that relating to the reconstruc- 
tion of international law. Its aims lie in a totally different direction. 
Its purpose is to make known international law in its most important 
branches as it existed before the war. 

The object which the author has proposed to himself amply justifies 
the plan and method of the work. As a matter of fact, the author re- 
views in his first volume, which has just appeared, all questions relating 
to the subject of peace. It treats of Territory, Population, Govern- 
ment, Sovereignty, the Independence of States and questions relating 
thereto especially Intervention and the Monroe Doctrine, State Prop- 
erty, Treaties and their Interpretation, Territorial Seas, Rivers, Aerial 
Domain, Nationality, and all questions in connection therewith. 
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These subject-matters are not treated from the point of view of the 
"doctrinaire," but from an essentially practical one. It outlines the 
opinions of the principal authorities on each of these questions, and 
gives a sketch of the principal diplomatic treaties relating to them. 

The method and contents of the book enable any one wishing to ob- 
tain information speedily on any question of international law, to find 
the same concisely stated in the work of Dr. Suarez without having to 
search for the opinions in different works on each subject with which 
international law is concerned, as we are now compelled to do. 

But besides this, the work of the distinguished Venezuelan diplomat 
has another advantage. This has been brought to our attention by 
Mr. A. Merignac, Professor at the University of Toulouse, in a review 
of the book which appeared in the last number of the Revue Generate de 
Droit International Public, — that is, it makes known to European au- 
thors and publicists the Spanish and South American bibliography on 
international law. 

We are convinced that the splendid work of Dr. Suarez will be well 
received by all persons who dedicate themselves to the subject of inter- 
national law, and Dr. Suarez must be sincerely congratulated on his 
efforts, which have succeeded in enriching American literature and 
bibliography by the work that has just been published from his pen. 

Alejandro Alvarez. 



The Freedom of the Seas. A dissertation by Grotius. Translated, with 
a revision of the Latin text, by Ralph Van Deman Magoffin. Edited, 
with an introductory note, by James Brown Scott. New York: 
Oxford University Press. 1916. pp. xv, 83. 

The Mare Liberum appeared anonymously in 1608, and was Grotius' 
first published contribution to international law. A feature causing the 
little dissertation to deserve unusual attention at the present time is 
indicated by the translator's selection of a title just now in common 
use, — "The Freedom of the Seas." It is true that there is no direct 
treatment of the topics now pressing; for Grotius had not occasion to 
discuss whether neutrals in time of war should continue in unrestricted 
use of the sea and whether even belligerent private and non-contraband 
property should be as safe on sea as on land. Yet there is presentation 
of the question necessarily underlying those topics, the question, that 
is to say, whether the sea is open to all in time of peace. On this ele- 



